5t Sunday After Pentecost July 2, 2023
Prairieland Parish

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord
Prelude
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Opening Meditation
Today our focus is on hospitality. Jesus sees hospitality as central to our discipleship and
our Gospel text relating to hospitality is short and sweet, straightforward and to the point.
Jesus is preparing his disciples to go out and tell the good news. It is their first mission
trip. But instead of driving nails and cleaning up disaster areas, they are to knock on doors
and ask if it would be all right to talk about Jesus. Hear the words from our Lord this day:
Matthew 10:40-42 (NRSV)
Rewards
40 "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the

one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a

prophet's reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous

person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold

water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these

will lose their reward.”

Jesus is not only talking about giving hospitality, but also about receiving hospitality.
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me"” So, as come together in His name this day we
raise our voices to him and say - Lord, just as you have welcomed us when we were
strangers with no home, just as you have taken us in when others said, “No,” we ourselves
seek to welcome those who have come to worship and praise your holy name. We
welcome you this morning in this place to sit down and be present with us. Let us
worship God!

A Call to Worship

Welcome to a time of wonder

and music that calls us home

Welcome to hear God's words that inspire and challenge

and to reminders that we are offered holy hospitality -
Hospitality that teaches us how to open our lives to others
leading us to fully live open minds, open hearts, open doors.



PRAYER FOR THE DAY

On this day, O Lord, we gather around your table as one family, we drink from the
same Spirit, we have one baptism, we have one faith. For this family, which you hold
so dear, there are no barriers, no nationalities, no race or tongue, and no culture that
could separate us. You invite all your children, women, men, young, and old to
celebrate our unity and to announce your great sacrifice. Help us, O Lord, to extend
your invitation to all your children to gather at your table to quench their hunger and
thirst for justice. We pray in your holy name. Amen.

Praise Hymn UMH 572 “Pass It On”

Author: Kurt Kaiser

It only takes a spark to get a fire going,

And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing;
That’s how it is with God’s Love,

Once you've experienced it,

Your spread the love to everyone

You want to pass it on.

What a wondrous time is spring,

When all the tress are budding

The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming;
That's how it is with God'’s love,

Once you've experienced it.

You want to sing, it's fresh like spring,

You want to pass it on.

I wish for you my friend

This happiness that I've found;

You can depend on God

It matters not where you're bound,

I'll shout it from the mountain top - PRAISE GOD!
| want the world to know

The Lord of love has come to me

| want to pass it on.

New Testament Reading Romans 6:12-23 (NRSV)

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No
longer present your members to sin as instruments[a] of unrighteousness but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments[b] of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Slaves of Righteousness
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,



you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you who were
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you
were entrusted 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to
righteousness. 19 | am speaking in human terms because of your limitations.[c] For just as
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even
more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to
sanctification.

20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit
did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those
things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of God, for the people of God, Thanks be to God!

Faith Hymn UMH#431 “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
Author: Sy Miller

Author: Jill Jackson

Copyright: © 1955. Assigned to Jan-Lee Music, © renewed 1983

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me

Let There Be Peace on Earth
The peace that was meant to be
With God our creator

Children all are we

Let us walk with each other

In perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.
With ev'ry step | take
Let this be my solemn vow
To take each moment and live
Each moment in peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Message

INVITATION TO THE TABLE (UMH #6)

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin

and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin to God.

CONFESSION AND PARDON



In the act of confession, we acknowledge how we have missed the mark, and we call
upon God to save us from the destruction of sin and turn us back toward life. Let us now
confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,

we have broken your law,

we have rebelled against your love,

we have not loved our neighbors,

and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.

Free us for joyful obedience,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God! Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (for ordinary time)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

You formed us in your image

and breathed into us the breath of life.

When we turned away, and our love failed,

your love remained steadfast.

You delivered us from captivity,

made covenant to be our sovereign God,

and spoke to us through the prophets.

And so,

with your people on earth

and all the company of heaven

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

and to announce that the time had come

when you would save your people.

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,

delivered us from slavery to sin and death,

and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
At his ascension you exalted him

to sit and reign with you at your right hand.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. Amen.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:



Lord’s Prayer
BREAKING AND SHARING

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.

Grant that we may go into the world

in the strength of your Spirit,

to give ourselves for others,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory/Doxology

Offertory Prayer

Mighty God, you have poured down on us all manner of gifts and blessings; the ledger of
our lives is so overwhelmed with your goodness that we struggle with how small our
offerings to you seem in comparison. The gospel reminds us that not even the smallest
act of mercy and compassion — a cup of cold water — will go unnoticed by you. Give us
the eyes to see those in need, the ears to hear those who cry for justice, and the hearts to
comfort those hurting and grieving. If we all were to offer a cup of cold water, the world
would be flooded with compassion. We ask this in Christ, our rock, and our redeemer.
Amen. (Matt 10:40-42)

Departing Hymn UMH 664 “Sent Forth By God's Blessing*

Author: Omer Westendorf (1964)

Publication Date: 1989

Copyright: Words © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc.

Tune Information

Harmonizer: Leland Sateren (1972)

Copyright: Harm. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Communion

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,

the people of God

from this dwelling take leave.
The service is ended,

O now be extended

the fruits of our worship

in all who believe.

The seed of the teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action

for god and for all.

God's grace did invite us,

and love shall unite us

to work for God's kingdom
and answer the call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever living,
the tasks of our everyday



life we will face.

Our faith ever sharing,

in love ever caring,
embracing God's children

of each tribe and race.

With your grace you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one

in this life that we share.
Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ

and that name which we bear.

BENEDICTION

May God keep you safe

May your bellies be full

May your thirst be quenched
May your hearts be blessed
With knowing you are loved
And may you share that love
With all who come your way

Postlude



