12" Sunday after Pentecost August 16, 2026

Prelude — Welcome — Announcements

Today’s passage from Matthew tells us of the faith Jesus recognized in the
Canaanite woman. From the words spoken by Christ that were recorded, it almost
sounds like Christ was indifferent towards the woman, using the analogy of
feeding dogs rather than children. But it was her faith and persistence to not be
discouraged when Jesus seemed to not grant her request. Do we have the same
level of faith coupled with persistence when we ask of God our requests?

Call to Worship

When our requests for mercy from God first appear to not be received.

We must not lose faith in God. We know God hears our prayers but faithful
requests will be answered in God’s time

Let us have the steadfast faith of the Canaanite woman to not leave God but
continue to follow and patiently wait for the mercy of God

We ask you Heavenly Father for the strength to meet you on your terms and
timeline. May our desire to have each request we make not be offered as an
immediate want, but rather a prayerful request coupled with patience
knowing you provide all we need. Amen.

Prayer of Confession

We know we are blessed by God to receive his wondrous mercies. Forgive us
when we think our wants exceed our needs and our wanting to have our cries
for mercy answered on our terms. Help us to have the patience to wait for
your actions. Your love for us in not measured by how long it takes for our
requests to be answered. Your love for us was proven by the sacrifice of your
son Jesus. We ask for your mercy when we fail to keep the love of your son in
our hearts first. Amen



Assurance of God’s care for us

Jesus did not neglect the Canaanite woman’s request. Her steadfast faith in
knowing the wondrous mercy of God and not wanting to be without it shows what
was in her heart. We thank you for all the actions of Jesus that are written and
recorded for us to know the vastness of your love for us. When our patience runs
short for your answers, we need to reflect on today’s passage for guidance on how
to remain in your presence until your answer is revealed to us.

Praise Hymn UMH #707 “Hymn of Promise”

The Word of God

Gospel Lesson................cooiiiiiiiiiiiii Matthew 15: 21-28

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 2 But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away,
for she keeps shouting after us.” 2 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.” 23 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help
me.’ 2 He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” ¥7 She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” 2 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Word of God for the people of God! THANKS BE TO GOD

Children’s time

Faith Hymn UMH #714 “I Know Whom I Have Believed”

Message

Prayers for the People—The Lord’s Prayer



Offering/Doxology/Prayer

Heavenly Father,

We come before You with grateful hearts, acknowledging that every good and
perfect gift comes from You. Today, as we bring our tithes and offerings, we do
so in obedience to Your Word, not out of compulsion, but out of love and trust.
Teach us to give with joy, knowing that our obedience opens the door for Your
blessings to flow—mnot just into our lives, but into the lives of others. May these
gifts be used to advance Your kingdom, feed the hungry, clothe the needy, and
spread the message of Your grace. Lord, align our hearts with Yours, so that our
giving is a reflection of our faith and devotion. We trust You with our resources,
our future, and our lives. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Departing Hymn UMH #710 “Faith of Our Fathers”

Departing words:

As we depart today to enter the mission field once we leave the walls of this
church, let our observed faith be as obvious to all around us, just as the Canaanite
woman displayed her faith.

POSTLUDE (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude).



