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                     August 23,2026        13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude—Welcome—Announcements 

Today’s Gospel passage tells us of Peter’s declaration of Jesus.  Ask yourself, are you ready and 

prepared to tell the world about Jesus?   
 

Call to Worship 
Heavenly Father, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, help us to always be ready to tell others 

about the blessings of your unconditional love for all. 

Give us the strength and courage to always be ready and willing to speak of your wondrous 

grace for all 

Help us overcome any hesitance we may feel when we see an opportunity to spread the good 

news of the gospel to others. 

The distractions in the world take our minds off of you.  We ask for renewed determination to 

boldly speak out and show the community around us just how special it is to know you and 

worship you.  Amen 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord Jesus Christ, we know that you did not ask Peter to give back the keys of heaven when 

he stumbled at times.  Nor did you tell Peter—I will find another rock to build my church on.  

Then after Peter denied you three times the night you were arrested, you did not abandon 

him after you rose again.  Thank you for the examples of Peter that we may always know that 

when we take a misstep, you will not give up on us. 

 

Assurance of God’s care for us 
Even though the apostles never fully grasped the concept of heaven until after your gift of the 

Holy Spirit on Pentecost, the guidelines for our lives as printed in the Bible show us that your 

patience and forgiveness is for all and will never run out.  Thank you, Heavenly Father, for your 

loving and caring way that even when we have the distractions of this world interrupt our lives 

and we think, say and do things that do not honor you as we always should, you do not 

abandon us.  Amen 

 

Praise Hymn # 364 “Because He Lives” 

 

 



God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus;  

He came to love, heal and forgive;  

He lived and died to buy my pardon,  

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.  

 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,  

Because He lives, all fear is gone;  

Because I know He holds the future,  

And life is worth the living, Just because He lives.  
 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby,  

And feel the pride and joy he brings;  

But greater still the calm assurance:  

This child can face uncertain days because He Lives.  
 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,  

Because He lives, all fear is gone;  

Because I know He holds the future,  

And life is worth the living, Just because He lives.  
 

And then one day, I'll cross the river,  

I'll fight life's final war with pain;  

And then, as death gives way to victory,  

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives.  
 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,  

Because He lives, all fear is gone;  

Because I know He holds the future,  

And life is worth the living, Just because He lives. 

 

The Word of God 
 

Gospel Lesson…………………………………………………………………………Matthew 16:13-20 

 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14 And they said, ‘Some say John the 

Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15 He said to 

them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah the 

Son of the living God.’ 17 And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell 

you; you are Peter and, on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 

not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 



loosed in heaven.’ 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah.  

 

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!    THANKS BE TO GOD 

 

CHILDRENS TIME 
 

Faith Hymn  

 

Message 
 

Prayers for the People—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering/Doxology/Prayer 
We offer to you our gifts from our labors as a declaration of who you are.  Jesus, you came to 

Earth to suffer and die for our sins.  Accept these offerings as a token of our appreciation and 

acknowledgment of who you are.  Amen 
 

Departing Hymn  

 

Departing Words 
 

As you leave, always keep in your mind, the final words of Jesus here on Earth before he 

ascended into Heaven—And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  Know that 

Jesus never leaves us, but when we wander away, Jesus will always be there to welcome us 

back. 

 

POSTLUDE (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude). 


