
Prairieland Parish 

14th Sunday after Pentecost           August 30, 2026 

 

Prelude—Welcome—Announcements 

Today’s Gospel passage tells us of Peter’s desire not to see Jesus put to death.  And 

from that we hear Jesus tell all the disciples, if you are to follow me, you must 

deny yourself, pick up your cross and follow me.  

Call to Worship 
The words of today’s gospel sound as though following Jesus is an undesirable 

choice. 

Our human ways seek first what is pleasant, rather than seek spiritual 

guidance and choices. 

How can a God ever find patience and understanding for a people that wander 

from the spoken word. 

Unconditional love is the answer.  For we are created in God’s image and his 

patience endures forever. 

We thank you Heavenly Father, for always giving us a path back to you.  Even 

when we hear your words and like Peter, look for a way that is most convenient 

and appealing for us. 

Help us to overcome our fear and unwillingness at times to deny ourselves, 

pick up our cross and then follow your teachings so, our actions show we 

understand your words. 

Prayer of Confession 
We are human and our first impulse is to be influenced by our feelings of 

wanting what is easy, enjoyable and comforting.  There is nothing enjoyable 

about picking up ones cross and denying ourselves of what our emotional 

minds focus on first.  Please give us the strength to be willing to show others 

your wondrous love and care by our actions, even if there may be some 

discomfort in showing others because of the commitment to you. 

Words of Assurance 
Heavenly Father, you did not create us to be perfect.  You allowed your son to 

come to Earth to show us what obedience to you is.  Like any learning experience, 

the right way is not the easy way.  All we need to do is look at your creation and 

understand what we see.  Jesus told his disciples—unless a seed dies, it remains a 



single seed.  But when it dies and grows as your son explained, the bountiful 

harvest will be there.  Thank you for giving us a lifetime to try to have our minds 

understand this.  You loving guided Peter when he thought losing you was not what 

should be.  We ask this because you love us first.  Amen. 

 

 

*Praise Hymn  

 

The Word of God 

Gospel Reading….………………………………………… Matthew 16:21-28 

 

 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests 

and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never 

happen to you.’ 23 But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are 

a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.’ 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 

forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?27 ‘For the Son of 

Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 

everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

The word of God for the People of God!   Thanks be to God 

Children’s time 

Faith Hymn  

Message 

Prayers for the People—The Lord’s Prayer 

Offering/Doxology/Prayer 



We give back to you this portion of our resources.  We know you can do miracles 

with what you are presented with.  Build within us an ever-increasing desire to 

give all we can for the benefit of others.  You showed us how to do that.  Now it is 

our turn to do the same.  We ask for your generosity to fill our hearts and mind in 

all we say and do.  Amen 

*Departing Hymn  

 

Departing Words 

As we depart, let us keep in our hearts the word of God we have today.  Be on 

guard for the opportunities God places before us in our daily lives.  Do not shy 

away from perceived difficulties, but be ready to show the world the love of God 

that we know and appreciate.  We know God will be there for us, should we have 

to call on him.   

Postlude (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude). 

“Our Worship has ended – Now our Service begins” 


