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Racine UMC Newsletter
401 East Main St., Racine, Mn 55967

Worship: Sundays
Church Parking Lot Service @9am
Online Worship Services available through
Racine UMC Facebook Page or via email

Pastor Bridget Sheely
Cell: 507-438-1352 bridget@countrywidecarriers.com
Racine UMC Office hours Thursdays 5-7pm
Office Phone: 507-378-4801 rsumc@hmtel.com

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Grace and Peace in the Name of Jesus Christ:

If you have items you would like to be published in the newsletter, please contact our church secretary, Norma Kenning, by the 3 rd
Thursday of the preceding month by emailing your information to: Racine UMC (rscumc@hmtel.com) Or by bringing your
information to Norma during office hours (Thursdays, 5-7)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Pastors Notes…What is your favorite Christmas
movie?
I really don’t have just one. This time of year, my evenings are
spent in the wonderful world of Christmas movies. First off, I
love the oldies…It’s a Wonderful Life, a great escape to simple
family values and community love. The original Miracle on
34th Street, Oh little Natalie Wood. So sweet! Now if you really
want to see a classic, check out A Christmas Carol, produced in
1938. I can watch this rendition of Charles Dickens book over
and over again. But, if you are looking for a toe tapping,
musically filled good time then White Christmas with Bing
Cosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney and Vera-Ellen is the
way to go!
Now, I must confess, I still enjoy those favorites from when I
was a kid. There are some evenings you may catch me secretly
enjoying Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Santa Claus is
Coming to Town, and my most favorite – A Year Without a
Santa Claus. Christmas movies help us escape to those warm
and fuzzy moments.
You see, Christmas for me has always been more of a feeling, an
emotion, a spiritual joy. The days of the season have an energy
in the air that you just don’t seem to feel at any other time of
year. The Magic of Christmas is not in the presents
but in His presence. A moment in time where we slow
down to acknowledge our King has come and we do that

through, friendships, songs, laughter, handwritten cards, movies,
food and most importantly, Worship, thanksgiving, sharing and
loving.
I know this season our gatherings will not be the same, but the
feeling and emotion of Christmas is a constant. Jesus Christ our
Savior came into this world in a quiet little stable. I encourage
you to find peace in your quiet this Christmas.
Share the gift of Joy with others. I tell you nothing brings joy
like receiving a personal letter, phone call and/or card.
Extend your love by volunteering, donating, offering a helping
hand to your neighbors.
And hold onto the hope of God’s mercy and love.
For unto us a Child is Born in the City of David and He shall be
called Emmanuel. God with us!
Friends find your Christmas Happy in every way you can and
find creative ways to share your happy. There are many among
us that are in desperate need of goodwill.
Christmas is a season of spiritual renewal. A season that offers
proof of humanity, possibilities of unity, glimpse of magic, and
opportunities to share peace.

Come Let us Adore Him!
Merry Christmas My Friends

The Way to Start your Day…

Go outside and face the East and greet the Sun with a blessing, chant or song that you made yourself and keep for early mornings. Do not fret if
you do not know how to make a song it is very simple. First, don’t try to think what words to use until you’re standing there alone. When you feel
the Sun, you’ll feel the blessing, chant or song too. Just open your heart and release it. You see, a morning needs to be greeted. A new day needs
to be honored. It is our responsibility to welcome the Sun and create a good day for it. We must also make a good world for it to live in one day at
a time. So, as you rise out of bed tomorrow remember to look to the East and offer your blessing. And if you are very lucky there may be a time
when the sky thanks you back with colors of beauty and magic. Now that’s the way to start a day!
Special thank you to Bonnie Hotopp for

sharing this.
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily
Plan Length: 365 days
Estimated Completion Date: Wednesday, July 14, 2021

Now don’t get discouraged! We are in this together.
Fifth month of daily biblical connection. If you would like to start now no worries, it is never
too late to begin connecting with the Word.
1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no

better time, and there's no reason to wait.

2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your
great, but feel free to use any time that works

schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are
consistently for you.

3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not
a short prayer to God before you begin, asking
understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read!

simply to accomplish your next reading. Say
the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and

Day 123 - 1 Kings 6-7; Luke 23:27-38

Day 139 - 2 Kings 23-25; John 7:1-31

Day 124 - 1 Kings 8-9; Luke 23:39-56

Day 140 - 1 Chronicles 1-2; John 7:32-53

Day 125 - 1 Kings 10-11; Luke 24:1-35

Day 141 - 1 Chronicles 3-5; John 8:1-20

Day 126 - 1 Kings 12-13; Luke 24:36-53

Day 142 - 1 Chronicles 6-7; John 8:21-36

Day 127 - 1 Kings 14-15; John 1:1-28

Day 143 - 1 Chronicles 8-10; John 8:37-59

Day 128 - 1 Kings 16-18; John 1:29-51

Day 144 - 1 Chronicles 11-13; John 9:1-23

Day 129 - 1 Kings 19-20; John 2

Day 145 - 1 Chronicles 14-16; John 9:24-41

Day 130 - 1 Kings 21-22; John 3:1-21

Day 146 - 1 Chronicles 17-19; John 10:1-21

Day 131 - 2 Kings 1-3; John 3:22-36

Day 147 - 1 Chronicles 20-22; John 10:22-42

Day 132 - 2 Kings 4-5; John 4:1-30

Day 148 - 1 Chronicles 23-25; John 11:1-17

Day 133 - 2 Kings 6-8; John 4:31-54

Day 149 - 1 Chronicles 26-27; John 11:18-46

Day 134 - 2 Kings 9-11; John 5:1-24

Day 150 - 1 Chronicles 28-29; John 11:47-57

Day 135 - 2 Kings 12-14; John 5:25-47

Day 151 - 2 Chronicles 1-3; John 12:1-19

Day 136 - 2 Kings 15-17; John 6:1-21

Day 152 - 2 Chronicles 4-6; John 12:20-50

Day 137 - 2 Kings 18-19; John 6:22-44

Day 153 - 2 Chronicles 7-9; John 13:1-17

Day 138 - 2 Kings 20-22; John 6:45-71

November 19, 2020

Staying safe, turning the dial to red
Dear Minnesota United Methodists,
I am alarmed and frightened. The coronavirus pandemic is out of control in Minnesota and most of the country. Our
hospitals are overwhelmed. Our front-line health care workers are exhausted. The Minnesota Department of Health told
faith leaders in their most recent call that when you gather with others outside your home, you are not just at risk for
exposure, you can expect to be exposed to COVID-19. That is how rampant the community spread currently is across our
state.
As you might know, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz on Wednesday announced a four-week shutdown of bars, restaurants,
entertainment venues, and fitness clubs, starting Friday, Nov. 20. Weddings and funerals are permitted, but wedding
receptions and post-funeral gatherings of any size are not. Although in-person worship is still permitted, it is strongly
discouraged by health officials and thus we are turning the dial on our Phased Re-Gathering Plan back to red. I ask that
all churches return to virtual worship if you have not already done so, that all clergy and staff work from home, and that
in-person activities in our buildings be limited to pre-schools, daycares, and emergency relief activities.
I urge you in your personal life and activities to re-double your efforts to keep people safe and help suppress the
community spread of this terrible disease. Wear a mask. Stay home. Do not gather for Thanksgiving beyond your
immediate household. There is no room for delay. Now is the time to act. Now is the time to set aside our personal and
political preferences for the common good. Now is the time to lead the way. The Minnesota Department of Health is
reporting increasing numbers of new cases daily. Here are some sobering statistics for our state:
• In May, we were averaging 800 new cases a day. Today, it is 8,000. Dakotas-Minnesota Area
• It took us six-and-a-half months to reach 100,000 cases. It only took six weeks to reach the second 100,000, and we are
on a path to surpass 300,000 by Thanksgiving. We are in a snowball.
• There are cases in every county in Minnesota and we are averaging a 30 percent positivity rate across the state. That
means in a group of 10 people, three are likely to have COVID-19. A 30 percent or higher rate of community spread is
considered high risk.
• In just two days, on Monday and Tuesday of this week, nearly 200 persons were admitted to hospitals statewide due
to COVID-19. Our hospitals are reaching maximum capacity, and our healthcare shortage is growing due to staff persons
being out sick after contracting the virus.
The next six to 12 weeks will be critical, according to Dr. Michael Osterholm, director of the Center for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota and one of the nation’s leading infectious disease experts. Group and
family gatherings have been the most significant source of the spread of COVID-19 in recent weeks. We have the power
to help change the trajectory of the pandemic in Minnesota.
Doing no harm, acting for the common good, and protecting the most vulnerable among us is how we love our
neighbors. We can give rise to the light in the midst of the darkness of this disease. So, I am making a difficult ask.
Advent and Christmas is a season when we most want to gather, but this year, we need to be a light to others to by
continuing to worship at home and online, and limiting our personal activities to what is absolutely essential. We can do
this hard thing. We can do it because we do not rely on our own strength and capacities. We rely on the promise made
real in the incarnation: God is with us. The birth of the Christ child we celebrate this season proclaims that.
So now we live it. Thank you for all the ways you are continuing to be creative in ministry and faithful to our call to heal a
broken world!
Bishop Bruce R. Ough
Resident Bishop Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United Methodist Church

Please do not hesitate to reach out, there are many resources that are available for you
Minnesota Warmline: 877-404- 3190 or text “Support” to 85511 to receive help through peer
support to address loneliness, isolation, increased feelings of anxiety and depression. Need to talk? We’re
here to listen. The Warmline provides a safe, anonymous and confidential environment to connect with
people who are here to listen…here to help.
Open Monday-Saturday, 12 PM to 10 PM

CRISIS RESOURCES

Crisis Response of Southeast Minnesota
(844) CRISIS-2
(844) 274-7472

Olmsted County Victim Services
Crisis line: (507) 289-0636
Business line: (507) 328-7270

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
(800) 273-TALK
(800) 273-8255

Women’s Shelter
Crisis line: (507) 285-1010
Business line: (507) 285-1938

Minnesota Farm & Rural Helpline
833-600-2670 x 1
Free, confidential, 24/7. This call center is located in Minnesota. Calls are answered by trained staff and
volunteers. If you or someone you know is struggling with stress, anxiety, depression, or suicidal thoughts —
call. Sometimes it’s easier to talk to somebody you don’t know.
CONTACT SEMCAC
(507) 864-7741
8:00 am – 4:30 pm | Mon – Fri
semcac@semcac.org

Early Head Start, Energy Assistance, Head Start,
Homeless Prevention & Assistance, Housing
Rehab & Development, Housing Rehab Loans,
Meals on Wheels, Outreach Services- county
office, Senior Dining, Weatherization

Austin Salvation Army 507-437-4566 704 10th Street Northeast
When hard times hit, make us your first call. No matter what the need – physical, emotional or spiritual —
we’re here to help. From meeting your most basic needs to outlining the path to long-term solutions, we can
help you overcome the obstacles you face today and provide hope for tomorrow.
Local programs and services include:
Food shelf (available Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays)
Emergency services - Rent and Utility are available twice in a five-year period
Utility assistance
Material assistance - Clothing is available twice a year (different seasons) and Household is available one time
for a "new" establishment
Pathway of Hope - counseling, life skill development, and crisis alleviation
Community meals
Youth group (Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.)
Men’s and women’s ministries
Gas vouchers for verifiable out of town medical appointments
Salvation Army Rochester
20 1st Avenue Northeast

Salvation Army Rochester
201 9th Street Southeast

Salvation Army Rochester
118 North Broadway Avenue

Salvation Army Rochester
U.S. 52

Salvation Army Rochester
120 North Broadway Avenue
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