First Sunday in Lent February 22, 2026
Prairieland Parish

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

FIRST SUNDAY.
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Prelude - - Welcome - Announcements

We're on a journey. That's how we describe the season of Lent. The Lenten Journey. The
very concept implies at least two things: one, that we are moving. This isn't a static, sit-and-
contemplate event. We often think of Lent as a time of consideration, self-reflection, and
introspection. And certainly, there is an element of that inherent in the design of the
season. But movement is built into the pattern of the season. We are walking with Christ.
And Christ is on his way somewhere.

We are on a path; we are moving toward the cross. That's our destination.

So, let us take each step by putting our hands in his hand and journey together on the road
to the cross. It's a long painful journey, but one worth taking. Walk with me. Walk with him
and together we will find our way.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Welcome pilgrims on the way to the cross.

We are learning to follow Jesus.

For those who feel Christ near,

May we not turn away from the discomfort of the journey ahead.

For those who feel as far from Christ as the desert is from the ocean,

May we find Christ in the wilderness with us.

For all of us who stumble and fall in our silence, indifference, and lack of generosity,
May we reach for the hand of Christ, who raises us up to continue on the journey.
Pilgrims on the way, come let us worship God!

We come to worship God as we learn to live inside out!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O God, you offer us so much,

forgive us for sharing so little.

You have called us to your ways,

forgive us for ignoring your call.

You have given us the gift of family,
forgive us for not giving thanks.

You have given us countless blessings,
forgive us for taking your love for granted.
And now, gracious God, be merciful to us



in our sin and indifference, through Christ,
our Savior. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE

We Hear God’s Word

Gospel Reading Matthew 4:1-11
New Revised Standard Version

The Testing of Jesus
4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
The Word of God for the People of God, Thanks be to God!
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Children’s Sermon

FAITH HYMN

“Message”
Joys/Concerns

A Pastoral Prayer for Lent

Heavenly father, Be with us this morning as we find ourselves moving into the season of
Lent.

Help us to see this as a journey to cast away our struggles and our demons, in hopes of
receiving you more fully into our lives. We ask that you make this Lent a season where
we find our way out of darkness and find our way back to you. Let us be true in the
devotions we give to you this season.



Today, we raise the names of our friends, family and neighbors that grieve, we pray that
they keep their trust in you strong. Remind them, and remind us, that it was never your
promise to have a life without grief or pain. Your promise is that you will stand with us, or
for us, when we hurt. Your promise is to heal our hearts when they break. Let us feel
your presence again.

This morning we raise our celebrations and joys. Help us to see these moments as
Blessings from you. Let these moments of smile and laughter provide the strength we
need when times get tough. Help us to see the joy in every moment, and that laughter
which can turn around our days in moment.

We recognize that lent is a time of temptation and personal struggle. Help us as we fight
against the urges and the addictions in our lives that threaten to steal the joy from our
life.

We pray that the church continues to grow and embraces its role as a life changer and
lifesaver to our communities.

Lastly, help us to be the face of Jesus for others.

We raise these prayers to our father, who taught us that only one prayer was necessary,
the prayer that says...Our Father,....

Offertory (UM Hymnal 95) Doxology
Offertory Prayer

As we offer these gifts to you this morning, we pray that you might deliver us from the
temptation of building our lives around what belongs to us. Continually lead us to the conviction
that what matters is that we belong to you. We pray in the name of our Savior and Redeemer.
Amen. (Matthew 4:1-11)

Departing Hymn

Benediction

The Scriptures say that we need more than bread for our lives; we must feed on every
word of God. Go, feast on the words of the Most High, Creator God. Be overwhelmed by

God'’s goodness and let your life be your praise, until we meet again. Amen.

*POSTLUDE



