Prairieland Parish

7" Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude — Welcome — Announcements

Today’s Scripture passage is the Parable of the Sower. The last part of Verse 3 says—Listen! A
Sower went out to sow. Verse 9 says—Let anyone with ears listen! Did you notice this Parable
starts and ends with the same word—LISTEN!

Call to Worship
Then the disciples came and asked him, “‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’

He answered, ‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it has not been given.

The reason | speak to them in parables is that “seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do
not listen, nor do they understand.”

For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut
their eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and
understand with their heart

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord Jesus, we need to listen to your words with our ears, see with our eyes the things in life
you would have us see and then understand with our hearts that we are your children and
you lovingly guide us with your words of life

Assurance of God'’s care for us

Lord God, we ask you to bless us as your Son blessed the apostles. Help us to have the courage
the apostles did and come to you and ask when we do not understand.

PRAISE HYMN
The Word of GOD

GOSPEL LESSON......cccovvirmirrrinrininicniee Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2 Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. > Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ¢ But when the sun rose, they
were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ? Let anyone with
ears listen!'1® 'Hear then the parable of the sower. ' When anyone hears the word of the



kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 2! yet
such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.« 22 As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.’

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD! THANKS BE TO GOD

Children’s Time

FAITH HYMN UMH

Message
PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE — THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING/DOXOLOGY/PRAYER

God, we bring our offerings before you. Help us to trust you more deeply, to step out in
faith, and to follow where you lead. May our giving today be an expression of our
growing faith in you. Amen.

DEPARTING HYMN

DEPARTING WORDS:

As you depart, remember to listen, so you may hear what GOD has for you this day and the
coming week. Look at each and every thing you come across to see if GOD has placed it there
for you to remind you of today’s gospel. Keep an open heart to receive each and every situation
in your life whether pleasant or challenging knowing GOD is blessing you. But most importantly,
remember to seek and ask GOD for the answer to the questions of life that you may struggle
with.

POSTLUDE (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2013&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23561c

