Prairieland Parish

6" Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude — Welcome — Announcements

As we reflect on our journey in life over the past few years, ask yourself this question. Did |
notice the presence of GOD each day? If | did notice the presence of God each day, was it
restrictive or burdensome?

In today’s gospel, Jesus talks of a yoke that is easy and a burden that is light. But how can an
object that hinders or restricts one’s movement be easy and a burden be light? The answer is to
know the intention of God and truthfully ask yourself, am | willing to be guided by the Word of
GOD?

As parents, ask yourself, were any of the instructions that were given to your children, meant to
be a burden? Your child may have resisted what you asked or demanded of them, but was the
intent of giving the request or demand meant to bring harm? As a loving parent the answer is
NO!

Do you remember what it was like years ago when a farmer harnessed the work horses with a
yoke? Did the farmer do this to harm the horse? Guidance was the reason, not to harm. An
animal left unbridled, will wander and go where it wants. The task at hand will not get done if
farmer does not guide the animal.

So, it was with you and your children. You did not want to harm your children or make life
difficult for them. You just wanted to guide them, knowing what may be best for them as they
grew up and matured. So, it is with God and us. Whatever passages in Scripture may seem
restrictive or burdensome in our lives, those passages are not meant to be harmful. Rather the
Words of God are for our benefit to live a life of love for others so, they also may come to know
the wonderful love God has for them.

We are here today to worship our GOD that provides all we need.

Call to Worship
Lord God on high, your words in Matthew 18:3 tell us what Jesus said

Truly | tell You, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven

As parents of our own children, we guide them with our wisdom

Jesus has the words of eternal life. Father, help us to hear your words



That is why if we hear your words and follow them as we would like our children to follow our
words, Matthew 19:14 has the words of eternal life for all

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Father, all too often we think that as we grow older, we become wiser in awareness of you
and we forget what being your child is like. Being your child is not a burden but a blessing.
Help us to always seek the innocence of a child as you would have us be.

Assurance of God'’s care for us

Father, your love for us is always and constant. Too often our minds drift away from your words
of everlasting life, and we drift when we follow our thoughts because we think as adults, we
know what is best. Help us to hear the words in today’s Gospel that when we take your yoke
upon us and learn from you, your words of gentleness and to be humble in heart, we will
indeed find rest in our souls.

PRAISE HYMN

The Word of GOD
GOSPEL LESSON......cccoetrrrmmrneenrrennresnenssesss Matthew 11:16-19 and 25-30

16'But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-
places and calling to one another,

17 "We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.”

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “"He has a demon”; 1 the Son
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’

25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed



over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28'Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3% For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.'

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD! THANKS BE TO GOD

Children’s Time

FAITH HYMN

Message

Sharing of the Elements

It is right always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image

and breathed into us the breath of life.

When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast.

You delivered us from captivity,

made covenant to be our sovereign God,

and spoke to us through the prophets.

And so, with your people on earth

and all the company of heaven

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over, he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remmembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in
union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,

one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,



until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. Amen.

BREAKING AND SHARING
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
in the strength of your Spirit,
to give ourselves for others,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE — THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING/DOXOLOGY/PRAYER

Lord, Jesus, you showed the people how you could take what was given and make it become
more. We give this offering to you knowing through you, our gifts can become more. In
following how you gave thanks to God for whatever it was that was before you, help us to
always remember to give thanks to God for what we have.

DEPARTING HYMN

DEPARTING WORDS:

As you depart, know that the LOVE OF GOD is not left here at the church, but is with you always.
Should you find any task in the coming week difficult, be like a little child and ask—Father, what
is it that | should do? Know in prayer, GOD will answer your concern. His yoke is easy and any
burden you may sense is light when you walk with GOD.

POSTLUDE (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude)



