4th Sunday of Pentecost June 21, 2026
Prairieland Parish

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord
Prelude
Welcome
Announcements

Blessed

FATHER'S

DAY!

The world’'s human community began with one man.

The redemption of humanity was wrought by one man.

Today, we celebrate the contributions of strong, godly men

to our community.

We celebrate men who, with the wisdom of Solomon,

seek God's perfect plan for their lives and the lives they influence.
We appreciate men who, with the spirit of David, seek repentance,
as men after God's own heart.

We acknowledge men who, with the obedience of Abraham,
follow God's direction, help shape the lives of their families,

and ultimately change the world.

We honor men who, like Peter,

are fallible yet passionate about serving the Lord

and fervently building his Kingdom.

As Joseph cared for his father and brothers,

we care for the men of our community

by generously sharing our resources, our time,

and our unconditional love.

We pray for men who have the inner and outward strength of Samson.
We're grateful for men who, like the apostle Paul,

teach us Christian principles and values.

Today, we celebrate men who strive in all things to be like Jesus,
exhibiting his character and his love.

Call to Worship for Father’'s Day

Come to God who gathers us in.

We come to God who nurtures us like a father.

Come to God whose arms are open and waiting.

We come to God who welcomes and forgives us.

Come to God who journeys with us.

We come to God who sees us as we really are and loves us anyway.
Come, praise our loving nurturing God!



Opening Prayer

Loving God, we give thanks for the men of virtue who have touched our lives.
Those who have shown us kindness, courage, generosity, truth, compassion, faith,
and love. Bless all sons and brothers and fathers and grandfathers who reveal a
glimpse of your loving presence on earth. Amen.

*HYMN

Gospel Reading Matthew 10:24-39
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for
the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

Whom to Fear

26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and
nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What | say to you in the dark, tell in the
light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot Kill the soul,; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul

and body in hell.[a] 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will

fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all
counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, | also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny
before my Father in heaven.

Not Peace, but a Sword
34 “Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth, | have not come to bring
peace but a sword.

35 For | have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

This is the Word of God, for the people of God, Thanks be to God!

Children’s Sermon

Faith Hymn



Message

Joys/Concerns

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Loving God, You tell us it is enough for us to be like you. Yet we are overwhelmed and
discouraged by the injustice that surrounds us and our seeming inability to do anything
about it. How are we supposed to be like you, all-powerful God, when we feel so
powerless?

You tell us not to fear those who can kill the body but not the soul. Yet the violence in the
world threatens to deaden our hearts, and that scares us. How are we supposed to resist
fear when threats seem to abound on all sides?

You tell us we are of more value than sparrows. Yet we notice so many in our
neighborhoods and our world who are treated as less than human, even less than a
sparrow. How are we supposed to restore dignity to all those whom the world has
devalued?

Lord we raise to you this day those who need your presence in their lives...

You tell us to tell in the light what we receive in the dark, to shout from the rooftops what
is whispered in secret. In the face of the world’s suffering, violence, and despair, whisper
in our hearts that we learn to grow as your disciples who declare in the light the love and
goodness of God with our voices and our lives as we unite in your prayer, Our Father...

Offertory/Doxology/ Offertory Prayer

Generous, giving God: the gifts we present this day are supposed to represent the best of
our discipleship. Why then do we hide what we give, and why do we worry about who
might know? Grant us the boldness we need to move out of the dark and proclaim our
decision to be Christ’s disciples to all, to shout it from the rooftops. May we speak to
those we know and even to strangers of the love of Jesus without fear. May the way we
live our lives be a proclamation of our decision to follow Christ! In His holy name, we pray.
Amen. (Matt 10:24-39)

Departing Hymn

SENDING FORTH

People of God, go and tell it! When it's hard, when it's joyous, when it's inconvenient,
when it's healing—go tell the good news of the Light in the light. And remember that you
do not go alone. We are children of God! Thanks be to God. Amen.

Postlude



