5t Sunday After Pentecost June 28, 2026
Prairieland Parish
Combined Worship @ Brownsdale UMC 10:30 am

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

For the wages of
sin is death,

but the gift of God
is eternal life

in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

[—

Prelude
Welcome
Announcements

Opening Meditation

Today Paul orients us toward living a new life because justification is probably the
beginning of what we may call Christian life, which is followed by sanctification. However
we understand justification, one thing that stands clear is that Paul understands a new
walk with Christ as the work of grace in which resurrection power propels believers to live
worthy lives.

Paul also reminds us that the “gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” That is
when we labor for God with faith, what we get is indeed more than wages for we cannot
measure it with earthly standards, but it is far more beyond us. It can only be called the
gift of grace — that we are given what we do not deserve and that gift is eternal life.
Today we must ask ourselves who we serve and whose we are in all what we do.

With that thought in mind let us come together in our call to worship.

A Call to Worship

Welcome to a time of wonder

and music that calls us home

Welcome to hear God's words that inspire and challenge

and to reminders that we are offered holy hospitality -
Hospitality that teaches us how to open our lives to others
leading us to fully live open minds, open hearts, open doors.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

On this day, O Lord, we gather as one family, we drink from the same Spirit, we have
one baptism, we have one faith. For this family, which you hold so dear, there are no
barriers, no nationalities, no race or tongue, and no culture that could separate us.
You invite all your children, women, men, young, and old to celebrate our unity and
to announce your great sacrifice. Help us, O Lord, to extend your invitation to all your
children to quench their hunger and thirst for justice. We pray in your holy name.
Amen.



Praise Hymn

New Testament Reading

Romans 6:12-23 (NRSV)

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No
longer present your members to sin as instruments[a] of unrighteousness but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments[b] of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Slaves of Righteousness
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you who were

slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you
were entrusted 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to
righteousness. 19 | am speaking in human terms because of your limitations.[c] For just as
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even

more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to

sanctification.

20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit
did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those
things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of God, for the people of God, Thanks be to God!

Children’s Sermon

Faith Hymn

Message

Joys/Concerns



Pastoral Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, who has gathered us together in the name of your Son, we
thank you for bringing us into the safety of your Church.

We pray for the grace to live as faithful stewards of your love.

We pray for your Church, that it may be a beacon of hope, bringing your truth to a divided
world. Grant us the wisdom and power to serve you with unity, constancy, and peace.

We bring before you the suffering, the lonely, and the broken. Defend the vulnerable,
uphold the orphan and the needy, and deliver them from the power of the wicked. We
pray for our communities—bless those who work to bring food to our tables, those who
care for the earth, and those who seek justice.

We raise to you this day...

We ask that you guide us to live as true neighbors, reflecting the compassion and mercy
of Christ in all that we do.

All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, and has taught us to pray, Our Father...

Offertory/Doxology/Prayer

Mighty God, you have poured down on us all manner of gifts and blessings; the ledger of
our lives is so overwhelmed with your goodness that we struggle with how small our
offerings to you seem in comparison. The gospel reminds us that not even the smallest
act of mercy and compassion — a cup of cold water — will go unnoticed by you. Give us
the eyes to see those in need, the ears to hear those who cry for justice, and the hearts to
comfort those hurting and grieving. If we all were to offer a cup of cold water, the world
would be flooded with compassion. We ask this in Christ, our rock, and our redeemer.
Amen. (Matt 10:40-42)

Departing Hymn

BENEDICTION

May God keep you safe

May your bellies be full

May your thirst be quenched
May your hearts be blessed
With knowing you are loved
And may you share that love
With all who come your way

Postlude



