2"d Sunday of Pentecost June 7, 2026
Prairieland Parish

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

Prelude
Welcome
Announcements

The stated mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. This doesn’t happen by accident; we don't fall into
discipleship. It requires effort and intention and a disciple-making plan.

So, what makes a disciple? A disciple is a follower. That means there must be someone to
follow and that someone wants followers. Let's consider that, in the gospel accounts,
Jesus said “follow me” more often than he said, “believe in me,” we can be confident that
there is a call to follow laid upon anyone and everyone who seeks to draw closer to Christ.
It could even be argued that the whole of the life of faith is wrestling with that call to
follow him.

What does it mean to be called? What does it feel like or sound like? And is it really
something we want?

A call isn't always easy to carry. It sometimes sends us to places where we might not want
to go—or at least to places we aren’t too sure about. What we all must understand is that
hearing a call from God is not something reserved for the clergy. It comes to us all—to all
who want to follow this path; to all who want to become disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

If you don’t know what your call is it may be time to just sit with God quietly and
uninterrupted and just listen. When we deepen our relationship with God in Christ, we
come closer to being able to trust in the unknown. And by investing your time with him
the unknown will be revealed.

A Call to Worship

Come! Now is the time to worship!

Come! Now is the time to worship!

We gather today as people God calls to go and share the good news.

We gather as God’s sent-out people.

We gather to listen and share God's work in our lives, our families, and our
neighborhoods.

We proclaim the goodness of God’s love together.



We gather to respond to God's grace as we continue on the path of discipleship.

We hear God's call and learn to say “yes” to God together.

We gather to again hear God's call to “Go!” as God commissions us to love God and
neighbor in everything that we do.

We go knowing that as God's called, gathered, and sent-out people, we are not alone
as we carry the weight of God's call into the world together.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God who loves us and calls us,

We confess that we are not always open to receiving your call on our lives. We make
excuses. We choose not to listen. We believe that others would do it better than we
can.

Forgive us for all the times we say no--or nothing at all—to your call.

We confess that we value the false certainty of our own path over the uncertainty of
journeying with you and one another on the path of discipleship.

Forgive us for all the ways we choose what we think we know over joining you in the holy
unknown.

We confess that we value the calls of some over others, putting the paths of some up
on pedestals while not recognizing the many who answer your call as quiet, behind-
the-scenes disciples.

Forgive us for neglecting the beautiful and varied calls you place on each of our lives.
Forgive us, God, and free us to joyfully bear the weight of your call on our lives as
members together of the Body of Christ, redeemed and united by your love.

Amen.

Praise Hymn

Gospel Reading Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 (NRSV)
The Call of Matthew
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection
station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner[a] in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and
were sitting[b] with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to
his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘| desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come
to call the righteous but sinners.”

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed
18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before
him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will
live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a
woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind
him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If | only touch
his cloak, | will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart,
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that
moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the
crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.”



And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and
took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of
that district.

This is the Word of God, for the people of God, Thanks be to God!

Children’s Sermon

Faith Hymn

Message
INVITATION UMH Page #12

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.

Hear the good news:

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING*
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image

and breathed into us the breath of life.

When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast.

You delivered us from captivity,

made covenant to be our sovereign God,

and spoke to us through the prophets.

And so, with your people on earth

and all the company of heaven

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

Your Spirit anointed him

to preach good news to the poor,

to proclaim release to the captives

and recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

and to announce that the time had come

when you would save your people.

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,

delivered us from slavery to sin and death,

and made with us a new covenant

by water and the Spirit.

When the Lord Jesus ascended,

he promised to be with us always,

in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us,

he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over, he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

poured out for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice,

in union with Christ's offering for us,

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,



one with each other,

and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen.

And now with the confidence of the children of God we pray, Our Father...

Sharing of the Elements
Joys/Concerns

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

We would sing glad songs to you, Commissioning God, as we enter your heart

with thanksgiving on our lips, for you are that love which never ends; that joy which
overflows; that faith which is always full.

We would proclaim our praise to you, Voice of compassion, as you would send us
into the world in which we live, for you are the Word we can speak to power; the healing
we can offer to the broken; the justice which can replace oppression.

Lord we raise to you this day.....

We offer our hands and hearts to you, Imaginative Spirit, as you teach us new steps
in this dance we call life, for you are the cleanser of our messy hearts, the breath of hope
for shallow lungs, the password for access to grace.

With our hearts, voices, bodies, souls, we offer joyful noise to you, God in Community, Holy
in One. We pray, in Jesus name. Amen.

Offertory/Doxology/ Offertory Prayer

God of eternity and God of the next moment: we offer our gifts today having heard your call
through Jesus to follow. Remind us again this day that being a follower doesn’t end at the
offering plate. There is a weight to this call - one that demands we not only say “yes” to following
but that we also say “no” to thousands of things that will lead us away from the discipleship
path. Guide us that we might not wander off that road. In Christ, we pray. Amen. (Matt 9:9-13; 18-
26)

Departing Hymn

SENDING FORTH

As you leave this gathering, hear God's call to go! Go into the uncertainty of the journey
ahead, trusting that of this you can be certain: God is with us, and we are sent out
together. We are not alone. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Postlude



