Fifth Sunday in Lent March 22,2026
Prairieland Parish

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

FIFTH
SUNDAY
OF LENT

Prelude - Welcome - Announcements

Here at the end of the Lenten observance (well, almost the end anyway), we have hints of
Resurrection. We have “a foretaste of glory divine,” as the hymnist Fanny Crosby says. As if
the Spirit and the lectionary preparers knew that we would need something to help us
through the next couple of weeks. As if they knew that without this reminder, we would
find it a very hard road as we made our way stumbling behind the Christ who suffers and

dies for us.

So today let us start with the Psalm, which begins with a hard question but then ends with
hope. It begins with an admission of guilt, or need, or emptiness and then moves toward
grace and reconciliation. Without that grace, who could stand? Without that hope, who
could stand?
Psalm 130
Waiting for Divine Redemption
A Song of Ascents.
10Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord.
2 Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!

3 Ifyou, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.

5 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

7 O Israel, hope in the Lord!

For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.



CALL TO WORSHIP

Some of us come to worship today, weary and worn, heavy with all the circumstances
that are too much to bear alone.

We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

Some of us come to worship today, dry and thirsty, longing for relief and peace from the
troubles that surround us.

We gather to travel God’'s redemption road together.

Some of us come to worship today with stories to tell of little resurrections, moments of
new life that sprang up when we least expected them.

We gather to travel God’'s redemption road together.

Beloved, whatever we bring with us to worship today, God welcomes us and calls us to
work together as we travel God's redemption road together.

We gather to be truth-tellers and life-bringers as we travel God’s redemption road
together.

Prayer for the Day

God of mercy, we come to you dry and lifeless, seeking your breath of life. Lead us to
the place where our hopes lie buried and call us out from the tombs of despair. Call
forth our faith that, with Martha, we may know you to be the resurrection and the
life, in this world and the world to come. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
We Hear God’s Word

Gospel Reading John 11:1-45
New Revised Standard Version
The Death of Lazarus
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair;, her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[a]
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not
lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having
heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk

during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them,
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” 12 The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”[c] 13 Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake | am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was
called the Twin,[d] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”



Jesus the Resurrection and the Life
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[e] had already been in the tomb four days.
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.[f]
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe
that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

Jesus Weeps
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got
up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at
the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began
to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?" 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, |
thank you for having heard me. 42 | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus
45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him.
The Word of God for the People of God, Thanks be to God!

FAITH HYMN UMH

“Message”
Joys/Concerns



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God, our heavenly Father—from whom all families gain purpose, direction and life: When
we need bread, you don't give a stone; and when we ask for fish, you don't give a snake;
for you are good, you are strong and you are loving. As your children we come to you
asking, seeking and knocking and you respond: “Come, child—-and open your heart.”

Confident in your grace, then, we come as children asking you to hear our prayers .....as
we pray for those who need healing physically, emotionally, mentally or spiritually. We ask
you to overcome infections, restore broken bones, eradicate cancers, strengthen
weakened hearts, take away pain, overcome depression and speed recoveries.

We also pray for strength of mind for sick souls.
Hear our prayers for grieving families: Comfort them.
Hear our prayers for your world, Lord-as tensions run high.

We pray for this nation, Father; please guide our leaders; May we as a nation know what is
good, holy and right; and have the courage to do it. And wherever young men and
women serve in harm'’s way—protect and enable them to act justly and with compassion.

Give us spiritual eyes open wide to your vision for us. Deepen our love for you, for each
other and for those who have yet to call you “Lord”. Meet us on the road and change us as
we learn more of your grace and love in our Lenten journey. In all things, hear our prayer
that we might be more like Jesus, in whose name we pray...

Offertory (UM Hymnal 95) Doxology

Offertory Prayer

Almighty and restoring God. As we offer our tithes and offerings, help us to hear the word of hope
the prophet shares, not just with our ears but with our hearts. May it call us back to life and
service, out of the graves of despair in which we have buried ourselves. In Christ’s holy name.
Amen. (John 11:1-45)

Departing Hymn
Benediction
May God bless you to be a community that comes to life with and for one another as

God's Breath of Life sustains us on our journey. Amen.

*POSTLUDE



