Seventh Sunday of Easter May 17, 2026
Prairieland Parish

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.
May we together experience the presence of God
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We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

Casting all your
anxieties on him,
because he cares
for you.

1Peter 57

Prelude - Welcome - Announcements

If you believe that worship should leave you feeling lighter, unburdened, and set free,
then this is the week for you. Today Peter tells us to “Cast all our anxiety on him, because
he cares for you" (1 Peter 5:7 NRSV).

What could be better than that?

In a text that is full of an admission of suffering and a call to discipline, to hear the call to
cast anxiety away is a monumental ask, yet a powerful gift and promise.

Peter is telling us that it is about perspective. He isn't saying the problems will go away.
But he is inviting us to not let the suffering control us. Cast your inclination to worry away.
Trust in the Lord because he cares for you. What a blessing and a promise!

So, as we gather today let us sing God's story as it intertwines with our story.
Let us sing of promises even in difficult times.
And let us sing of a reminder that none of us have to face our suffering alone.

We are surrounded and supported by the caring God experienced in the loving
community of faith.

A Call to Worship (Psalm 66)
Beloved, let us worship God!
Let us give praise to God, the one who rides upon the clouds!

Parent to orphans and Protector of widows,
God gives the desolate a home and leads the imprisoned into prosperity.

As God led the Israelites through the wilderness and provided for them,
we too find our dwelling in God’s goodness and provision.

The Rider in the heavens speaks throughout creation;
We gather to listen and ascribe power to God!

Awesome is God in the sanctuary of creation!
Blessed be God! Amen.



Opening Prayer

God who loves us and cares for us, grant us the peace of knowing that in all our
stresses, hardships, and responsibilities, we are not alone. You are with us. Grow our
trust in your care, that we might first turn not to ourselves but to you. Reorient our
lives so that in difficult times we would move toward joy in the deep remembering of
all you have done, are doing, and will do for us, your Easter people. Amen.

Praise Hymn

New Testament Reading 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
(NRSV)
Suffering as a Christian

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you

are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his
glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the

spirit of glory, [a] which is the Spirit of God, [b] is resting on you. [c]

1 Peter 5:6-11
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you
in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking
for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your

brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And

after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ,[a] will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To

him be the power[b] forever and ever. Amen.
This is the Word of God, for the people of God, Thanks be to God!

Children’s Sermon
Faith Hymn

Message

Order of the Confirmation Covenant
UMH # 33
Honoring our Confirmant

Mason Vrieze

Joys/Concerns



Pastoral Prayer
Merciful God, We come to this space today weighed down, weary, and in need of your
tending. As we search our hearts, we lift up these petitions to you.

We lift up the spaces in our lives where we feel like we are walking through fire, beset on
each side with seemingly nowhere to turn for relief.

We lift up the relationships in our lives marked by strife and unkindness with seemingly
no possibility of peace.

We lift up the worries that haunt us and keep us up at night with seemingly no solution
or resolution.

We lift up the burdens we bear and the struggle of carrying heavy responsibilities with
seemingly no opportunity for rest.

We lift up those who need your tender loving care this day.....

God who loves us and cares for us, grant us the peace of knowing that in all our stresses,
hardships, and responsibilities, we are not alone. You are with us. Grow our trust in your
care, that we might first turn not to ourselves but to you. Reorient our lives so that in
difficult times we would move toward joy in the deep remembering of all you have done,
are doing, and will do for us, your Easter people. Who come to you this day as we join our
voices in prayer, Our Father...

Offertory/Doxology/ Offertory Prayer

God of wisdom and guidance, steer us, we pray, through our anxious times. The gifts we bring
this day are a small part of all we have received. Remind us that it is Jesus we offer to the world,
not us. In the name of Jesus, who broke the hold of death once and for all. Amen. (1 Peter 4:12-14,
5:6-1)

Departing Hymn

SENDING FORTH

Easter people, God has done great things for you! Go, now, carrying the story of God'’s
work in your lives that in all things, good and difficult, you can ask with confidence, “How
will God show up now?” knowing all the while that God will, indeed, take all our caring
and point us toward joy. Amen.

Postlude



