
14th Sunday After Pentecost                                                                         September 3, 2023 
Prairieland Parish 

As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.   
May we together experience the presence of God 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++. 
We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord 

Prelude – Welcome - Announcements – Joys/Concerns 
 

 
 
Opening Meditation 
Knowing God and making a declaration of faith is an important part of the journey of 
faith. But then what usually follows an encounter with God is an acute and often painful 
awareness of self. Moses, following his father-in-law’s sheep in the wilderness, far away 
from a shady past, stumbles across a God who calls him to a mission of liberation. One of 
his many objections is that he doesn’t know who this God is. “Tell me your name,” he asks. 
Who are you, so that I can answer when they ask who sent me.” But alongside that 
question is a realization that he does not measure up to this ideal or to this calling. “Who 
am I,” Moses asks again and again in an attempt to crawl out from under this call. Our 
awareness of self is an important element of the journey. But like our understanding of 
who God is, our understanding of ourselves changes and grows with time. 
 
Our first awareness is our inadequacy. Confession is an appropriate response for those 
who are entering into a relationship with God. “Send me,” says Isaiah in the temple of the 
Lord. “Get away from me, Lord” is fisherman Peter’s response to ferrying Jesus around in 
his boat. Our experience of unworthiness is often a starting point in our discipleship. But 
it must be the final experience of unworthiness. As we grow closer to God, we begin to 
see ourselves as worthy because we are made worthy by God’s love and transforming 
grace. We see the delight God takes in us as a part of God’s creation, blessed in so many 
ways. Our prayers begin with confession but then can move on to commitment, from 
acceptance of grace and forgiveness into intercession and calls for justice and for peace.  
 
So, we find our to celebrate our call, “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations,” is a way to 
remind ourselves that we are not just in this for ourselves, but for the transformation of 
the world. We must pay attention to the world around us and ask how we can care for all 
of creation. We are in the business of stewardship of all that God created. And while we 
may feel like our resources are few, we can do our part; we can rise to the occasion; we 
can pay attention. Today we come together on this Labor Day weekend in honor of all 
that we labor to do and to be and recommit ourselves to the laboring call to become 
disciples. 
 
 
 



A Call to Worship 
Followers of Christ, God calls us just as we are to live as truth-tellers and gospel-bringers 
in the world. 
God, we know you call us, and still, we ask, “Who am I that you would call me?” 
Like Moses standing before the burning bush convinced of his unworthiness to lead your 
people out of bondage, we ask, 
“Who am I that you would call me?” 
Like Peter who thought he got it right only to realize that who Jesus is doesn’t meet his 
expectations of who a Savior should be, we ask, 
“Who am I that you would call me?” 
As we raise this question to God today, we open our hearts to receive God’s answer: 
You are my beloved children. You are my disciples. You are my people called to share 
the love of God for the transformation of the world.  
 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our 
hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all 
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Praise Hymn UMH 569          “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” (verses 1-3) 
Author:  H. Ernest Nichol Publication Date: 1989   

 
We've a story to tell to the nations, 
that shall turn their hearts to the right, 
a story of truth and mercy, 
a story of peace and light, 
a story of peace and light. 

Refrain: 
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 
and the dawning to noonday bright; 
and Christ's great kingdom shall come 
on earth, 
the kingdom of love and light. 

2. We've a song to be sung to the 
nations, 

that shall lift their hearts to the Lord, 
a song that shall conquer evil 
and shatter the spear and sword, 
and shatter the spear and sword. 
(Refrain) 

3. We've a message to give to the 
nations, 
that the Lord who reigneth above 
hath sent us his Son to save us, 
and show us that God is love, 
and show us that God is love. 
(Refrain) 

 
Gospel Reading………………………..……………………… Matthew 16:21-28 (NRSV) 

 
Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be 
killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said 
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance[a] to me, for you are setting your 

mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A21-28&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23696a


The Cross and Self-Denial 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
This is the Word of God, for the people of God, Thanks be to God! 

 
Faith Hymn UMH #593     “Here I Am, Lord”    
Author:  Dan Schutte 
Copyright:  1981 OCP 
Hymnal states text and tune copyright 1981, 1983, 1989  
Daniel L. Schutte and NALR, however, copyright has been ressigned 
 
 

[Verse 1] 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 

[Chorus] 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

[Verse 2] 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, 
Whom shall I send? 

[Verse 3] 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

 
Message 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE (UMH #6) 

 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, 
who earnestly repent of their sin 
and seek to live in peace with one another. 
Therefore, let us confess our sin to God. 
 

 
 
 



CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 

In the act of confession, we acknowledge how we have missed the mark, and we call 
upon God to save us from the destruction of sin and turn us back toward life. Let us now 
confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON. 
 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God's love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God! Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (for ordinary time) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image 
and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, 
made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through the prophets. 
And so, 
with your people on earth 
and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 
when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
At his ascension you exalted him 
to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and forever. Amen. 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:  Lord’s Prayer 



BREAKING AND SHARING 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world 
in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offertory/Doxology 
Offertory Prayer   
God of power and might: We, like Peter, struggle with the image of a savior sent to suffer and die. 
We may seem to be doing great in following Christ, but we too stumble at this point. Perhaps we 
stumble because we know that what follows is Christ’s call to us to deny ourselves and pick up a 
cross of our own in order to follow. As we bring gifts for the work of building your kingdom, help 
us to learn to deny, carry, and follow. In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen. (Matt 16:21-28) 
 
Departing Hymn UMH 575.    “Onward, Christian Soldiers”   (verses 1 & 5) 
  Author:  S. Baring-Gould 
Copyright:  Public Domain  
 

1. Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
with the cross of Jesus going on before. 
Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe; 
forward into battle see his banners go! 

Refrain: 
Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
with the cross of Jesus going on before. 

5. Onward then, ye people, join our happy throng, 
blend with ours your voices in the triumph song. 
Glory, laud, and honor unto Christ the King, 
this through countless ages men and angels sing. 
(Refrain) 

BENEDICTION 
Receive this good news: You are beloved children of God, called and equipped to be 
agents of divine love in the world. And remember, you do not go alone. God goes before 
you, with you, and behind you wherever you go. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Postlude 
 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=157#gospel_reading

